
 

"The STEEPLE" 
 A Newsletter of Commerce UMC-AUGUST 2026 
 1155 N. Commerce Rd, Commerce Twp, MI 48382 

email: officeadmin@commerceumc.org 
phone: 248-363-3935 

Sunday Worship:  In-Person Worship 10:00 AM  
Our Worship Services LIVE STREAM  our YouTube 

channel,  https://www.youtube.com/  and also linked through 
our Facebook page at:  www.facebook.com/commerceumc   

 

  

Dispenser of God's Grace 

  

Last month, the mission committee led about a dozen people from our 

church to volunteer at Hospitality House's client-choice pantry. In Hospitality 

House's warehouse, those experiencing food insecurity take a shopping cart 

and, much like they would at a grocery store, select the items they want and 

need. Our role as volunteers is simply to walk alongside them clarifying how 

many items they can take based on their household size and helping 

however we can: opening bags, pushing carts, or reading labels for those 

who have difficulty seeing. 

 

I was paired with an older Ukrainian woman and her adult son. They spoke 

Russian to each other, but eventually her bilingual son and I struck up a 

conversation in English. He asked how long I had been volunteering with 

Hospitality House and how long I planned to serve that Saturday. After I 

answered, he followed up with another question: 

"Why do you do this?" 

 

He wondered if perhaps I was a student completing volunteer hours for 

school. I couldn't help but laugh—and feel a little flattered—because, as 

many of you know, I'm not exactly college-aged anymore. I'm not a student. 

I'm pushing 40! I explained that several of us were from a local church and 

that serving together is simply something we love to do. 

 

He nodded and told me that many of the volunteers he had met were 

students, but he had yet to meet people serving because of their faith. He 

seemed pleasantly surprised and said he respected it. A few moments later, 



 

he and his mom finished their "shopping" and headed home. 

 

This summer has been filled with opportunities to show up and do good. We 

hosted Vacation Bible School, served hundreds of people through our Youth 

Mission Trip, welcomed new volunteers into street outreach with Anchored 

Hope, painted Open Door's Outreach Center, hosted a basketball clinic and 

car show for foster children at MCHS, and so much more. 

 

Doing good simply because it feels good has its place. But for followers of 

Jesus, our motivation runs much deeper. We are recipients of God's 

abundant grace. Through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

God has shown up and done for us what we could never do for ourselves. 

We have received an undeserved gift so generous that it cannot remain 

contained. Grace overflows. It spills into the lives of others through ordinary 

acts of kindness, compassion, generosity, and service. 

 

Thank you for another season of dispensing God's grace to others, 

especially to those who are so often overlooked, left behind, or living on the 

margins. As God continues to surround you with His grace -a grace that 

sustains, heals, restores, and sanctifies- may you continue to be a channel 

through which that same grace flows to others. 

  

  

 

 

 



 

  
  

Online Kids of the Kingdom  

registration is now available! Please follow the link below to update your 

child(ren)'s information. 

Registration  

  

  

Royal Movie Knight August 12th 

Backpack Sunday August 23rd 

Kids Klub August 26th 

  

Backpack Sunday 

It has returned, Backpack Sunday! Join us on August 23rd for a special family 

service. ALL CHILDREN (AND ADULTS!) are invited to bring their school 

backpack this day, as pastor will lead in a special “Backpack Blessing”. Receive a 

special backpack tag to add before the first day of school. Following service, there 

will be ice cream sundaes at coffee hour! 

  
 

  
 



  

Royal Movie Knight 

Our final Royal Movie Knight of 2026 is upon us! Voting for our next movie night 

will be on August 2nd during Sunday School. 

  

Join us August 12th starting at 6pm for dinner, popcorn, candy, a movie, and 

most importantly fellowship. Everyone welcome! 

Facebook Event  

  
 

  

Kid's Klub + 

Kids Klub + is an opportunity to share a community meal, and then send the kids 

upstairs for an hour of fun! This month we are having a Transportation 

Celebration. Bring your bikes or scooters to decorate and ride in a parking lot 

parade! Sensory bins, and crafts are always a hit for all ages. 

Facebook Event  

  
 

Commerce United Methodist Church 

1155 N. Commerce Road 



 

Commerce TWP, MI 48382 

Unsubscribe  

  

 

  



 

  

 

  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

  

 

Do you know the Church has 11 gardens?  Think about becoming a foster 

gardener in 2026 .  For more information see Laura Elliott  

 

 

CAREGIVERS 



 

  

Have you heard about the Caregivers Group? 

I want to let you in on a little secret. 

It’s not just for Alzheimer and Dementia , 

it’s for ANYONE caring for a loved one. 

  

Do you have past Caregiving experience that you would be willing to share? 

ALL ARE WELCOME, PLEASE JOIN US. 

We meet once a month at 1:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 

Dates are announced in the Bulletin and the Steeple. 

Contact Marilynn Bruss 

Email-marilynnb1943@att.net 

 

 

ANCHORED HOPE 

 

  

Anchored Hope loves keeping our 
community connected and informed. 
See what’s new in our latest 
newsletter: Anchored Hope May 
Newsletter 



 

 

 

  

 

  

 

CUMC Music and AV 

As we roll into summer, our weekly rehearsals wind down, but there are still 

many ways to be involved in music at CUMC! Email Music Director Kim 

Gnagey for more info. kgnagey@commerceumc.org. 

 

  

 



  

 

The AV Team is looking for two new volunteers who can assist with running 

the Audio/Visual aspects of the service about once a month. If you have 

sound, video, or graphic design experience, we could really benefit from 

having you on the team; however, if you don't have any experience in 

these areas, we would still love to have you and can train you to help. Email 

AV Director Kim Gnagey for more info: kgnagey@commerceumc.org. 

 

  



 

COFFEE HOUR provides not only great food 

and drinks, but a wonderful time to fellowship with people after 

service.  Thank you to those who have signed up in the past and have served 

in this capacity.  If you are feeling led to host a coffee hour with a few of your 

friends or with your committee/organization, please sign up either in the 

Narthex or click the link below.  If you've never hosted before, we will provide 

you with everything you need to know and will be there to help!    

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BACAE2BA57-46927626-commerce 

Thank you for hosting a coffee hour!    Kati Brush and Dana Wenz 

 



  

 

  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

                                                              

                                                                   

  

 BIRTHDAY'S 

  

  1    Christine Pellett, Glen Milligan             

  2    Kathy Vitullo                 

  3    Liz Phillips                 

  5    Rich Kornatowski III                 

  6    Brian Nadeau, Ryan Dunneback              



  7    Zoe Adnson                 

  8    Augustine Osagie                  

  9    Rachel Fagan, Quinn Pohl             

10    Austin Edgington, Debbie Whitson, Kim Landry, John 

Beard,              Amelia Downes 

11    Tammy Hager                  

13    Meghan Caswell-Pohl, Olivia Brush             

14    Janet Doty                 

15    Avalynn Reich                 

16    Ann Ralston, Diane Senk             

18    Kaelynn Heximer, Naloa Brown, Caitlin Pellett, Mila Thomas     

19    Charles Nelson, Phoenix Hernandez              

20    Linda Kumm, Hayden Grever              

22    Lyla Laming                   

25    Alex Marcelli, Rachel Marcelli, Janet Brown         

26    Cameron Walsh                 

27    Terri Bean                 

28    Jackie Smiertka, Ava Lauderbaugh             

29    Terri Stefanou, Scott Robinson, Giovanni DiMaggio         

30    Ranny MacArthur                 

                         

 

              

  

         

                                                         

                                               ANNIVERSARY'S                                                        

                                                                             

  

  1    Bruce & Rebecca Flores 

  2    Eric & Terri Bean 

  3    Mike & Vicki Kennedy 

  4    Anthony & Kylie Camarda 

  7    Brett & Gina Rendeiro 

15    Pastor Andy Lee & Grace Baek 



 

16    Paul & Kim Landry 

19    Don & Robin Fletcher 

19    Bill & Debbie Whitson 

20    Chris & Lynne Huismann 

24    Joe & Beth Fournier 

25    Jerry & Pam Gill 

30    Chuck & Amy Kositzke 

30    Jay & Denise Pistana 

31    Gary & Tammie Fenn 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

             

Please Pray for  

Sandy Richardson, Josephine Hagler and family, Austin Oates 

(Al Young's grandson), Josh(Terri Bean's friend's son), Laura Contesti, 

Beverly Hughes 

 

 
Thank YOU for ALL YOU DO to 

Serve at Commerce UMC!     

If you would like information about joining 

with a committee or mission of the church 



 

please contact Pastor Andy at the church office 

 or by email:  pastorandy@commerceumc.org 

 

   

 


