
 

"The STEEPLE" 
 A Newsletter of Commerce UMC-SEPT. 2025  

 1155 N. Commerce Rd, Commerce Twp, MI 48382 
Phone: 248-363-3935 

Sunday Worship:  In-Person Worship 10:00 AM  
Our Worship Services LIVE STREAM  our YouTube 

channel,  https://www.youtube.com/  and also linked through 
our Facebook page at:  www.facebook.com/commerceumc   

 

  

Teamwork 

  

Commerce UMC is alive and thriving. It is clear God is moving in and through 

us. To date, there have been half a dozen babies born to us. Baptisms 

abound. By the end of next month, we will have a total of over 20 new 

members join this year. What an exciting time to be in ministry! 

 

Because I am the pastor of the church, I am often credited with the positives 

that we see. So, I have received many compliments and words of 

encouragement. I truly appreciate all the kind words. During a recent meeting 

with our District Superintendent, I was nearly blushing because our Staff 

Parish Relationships Committee kept singing my praises. 

 

In the same way that you have honored me, I want to honor you. A pastor 

and a church can accomplish very little without the participation of the 

church body. Commerce UMC is only able to experience growth, because we 

have all worked together to witness to God and bring home the lost. The 

Trustees have worked diligently to maintain a safe and beautiful place to 

worship. The Finance team does all they can do to steward our resources 

well and increase generosity to fund our mission. The Staff Parish Relations 

committee has been instrumental in hiring and blessing our staff. And our 

staff? We are so incredibly blessed to have such talented, invested, and 

creative people working here. I could go on and on about all those that have 

played a significant role in making this church grow. 

 

If we want to continue to reach more people to know and receive the 

goodness we have experienced in Christ, then we musts continue to mature 



 

our faith. One of the most critical ways to do that is by spending time in 

God's word with other believers. To that end, Pastor Tonya is offering a 

study on Adam Hamilton's book "Making Sense of the Bible." Working 

through such a book will pay dividends for the rest of one's spiritual journey. 

I believe this is a book that can and should be offered as a study again and 

again so that all people can benefit from it. 

 

Maybe you have never been a part of a book study like this before. Or, maybe 

you have in the past, but life has gotten so busy. I can understand that, but I 

wanted to take this moment to both urge and encourage you to make this a 

priority. Let's take the time to grow our faith walk, and as we do, just watch 

how much more God will use you to grow God's church. 

 

I look forward to our continued partnership and God's continued movement 

in and through our beloved community. 

 

Pastor Andy 

  

 

  

 

 

Mustard Seeds Preschool is looking forward to another great year! 
The children will be back blessings us with their smiles. School 
starts September 3rd. Keep us all in your prayers.  
Blessings, 
Miss Debbie  
  

 



  

 

Calling caregivers! 

 

Are you living with someone who is suffering with Dementia or Alzheimer's? 

 

Have you thought your loved one might be in the early stages of Dementia or 

Alzheimer's? 

 

Have you lost a loved one from Dementia or Alzheimer's? 

 

There is a small group of us that are dealing with the above.  We meet once a 

month according to everyone's busy lives.  We would love to have you join 

us.  We laugh, cry, and try our best to make everyone feel good.  We are not 



 

professional grief counselors, we are just caregivers trying to do what's best 

for our loved one. 

If interested in join us please contact: 

 

Kyle Caswell @ 248-622-1465 

or 

Marilynn Bruss @ 248-408-4869 

 

  

 

 

Welcome Back – we hope summer 
was refreshing and fun for you and your family!  

Commerce UM Church activities are getting back into the swing of a 
new year and that includes the UWF (United Women-in-Faith) too. 
We have a busy, exciting and fun line up of activities and events 
planned for ALL Women of both our church family local community 
to be included in doing mission work together. 



 

The Commerce UWF Circles meet monthly (Sept – June) and all 
women are invited to attend. Dates and times are:   
      

Crosby …  2nd Tuesday – 10 am at the church 

                 (?’s, contact Linda @ 248-505-3191) 

       Reed … 2nd Tuesday – 7 pm various locations   

                 (?’s contact Kyle @ 248-622-1465) 

       Thomas … Various Dates – Internet & In-Person 

                 (?’s contact Rachael @ 248-500-6166) 

  

Already on the calendar and ready for your help are: 

 

      Sept. 7th – BAKE SALE Table @ Fish Farm Festival 

                                     (see bulletin board details) 

      Sept. 23rd – Unit Gathering Dinner, Potluck and 

Speaker                                following (watch for 

announcements                                              and signup sheet) 

      Oct 9th – 10th & 11th – Fall Rummage & Bake Sale 

                                     (Info coming soon) 

      Dec 6th – Christmas Marketplace w-Cookie Sale. 

                                                Crafters and Goodies galore! 

 

The Commerce UWF (formally known as Commerce UMW) are 
thankful for our long-lasting history and dedication to serving a 
multiple of both local and global organizations. We are blessed by 
the support of our church family as we continue to do God’s work 
alongside them. 
 
For details about Commerce UWF within the Greater Detroit District 
of the Michigan Conference please go 
to:  https://uwfaithmichigan.org/     https://uwfaithmichigan.org/districts/gr
eater-detroit/  
  

 



 

 
September 2025 Christian Education News… 

  
Mark you calendars: 

September 24th Kids Klub + 

                                             September 28th Third Grade Bibles 

                           October 18th Treat Trail 

 

            
Kids of the Kingdom 
Online registration is now available! Please follow the link below to 
update your child(ren)'s   
                                                              
  

 

Register 

 

  

  

Backpack Blessing, Sundae Sunday 
Thank you students and staff for joining us for Backpack Blessing 2025! 
 
Treat Trail 
Mark your calendars now Treat Trail, an indoor trunk or treat experience 
is scheduled for October 18th. 
 
Kids Klub+ 
Kids Klub + this month is all about Team Jesus! This is an opportunity 
to share a community meal and then send the kids upstairs for an hour 
of fun! Themed sensory bins, games, and crafts for everyone. 
  
3rd Grade Bibles 



 

Do you have an incoming third grader? If so, we would love to present 
them with their own bible on September 28th. Please contact Kristine to 
have your child added to the list. 
  
Sunday School 
Sunday School for elementary aged children takes weekly during 
service. Children start the service with their parents and are then 
dismissed upstairs after to sing songs of worship and learn through 
hands-on Sunday school lessons. We are currently looking to add to 
our roster of Sunday School Teachers, please reach out to Kristine if 
you are interested in learning more. 
  
Kids On a Mission 
As you may already know, on the Second Sunday of each month, our 
children do a "Kids On a Mission" project. This is an opportunity for 
children to do hands-on missions work for friends in our community. 
We need a few adult volunteers to assist the children with stuffing care 
packages, etc. and are hoping that you can assist! We have created a 
Sign-Up and would love to see you upstairs. Commerce UMC: Kids On a 
Mission 
  
  
Kristine Van Dussen- Christian Education Director 
Kristine.CUMC@gmail.com 248.363.3935 est. 304 

  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

You can help "Fill the Box" with underwear and socks! 
 
Fill a big box placed in the narthex with Women's underwear 
(size 5-7) and women's/men's socks. The donations will be 
used for Anchored Hope's street outreach.   
 
This campaign begins August 10th and concludes September 
28th.  
 

 
Anchored Hope Email

  

 

Making Sense of the Bible - Fall Pastor's Class 
  
This fall, Pastor Tonya Arnesen will lead a 7 week study based on 
Adam Hamilton's book, “Making Sense of the Bible.”   We’ll explore 
how the Bible developed over thousands of years; and how to read, 
understand and interpret scripture.  We’ll even discuss what the 
Bible says (and does not say) about controversial topics – like faith 
and science, human sexuality, sin and evil.  
  



 

This is a GREAT introductory course for anyone who has never read 
the Bible -- AND it's a great refresher course for anyone who wants 
to learn more!  You'll be asked to do a bit of reading each week (not 
a lot, I promise) and come prepared to discuss the book and 
companion video presented by Adam Hamilton. 
  
We'll begin the week of September 15th and finish before the end of 
October.  The same class will be offered twice each week, so you 
can choose the day/time that works best with your schedule: 

 10:00 - 11:30 AM on Monday (childcare may be available) OR 

 7:00 - 8:30 PM on Thursdays    

Cost of the book is $12-$15 and we'll need to place order his 
week.  Please reserve your book and a spot in one of the classes 
soon.  Spaces are filling fast! 
  
If you have questions, or wish to sign up, email Pastor Tonya 
Arnesen at revtonya95@comcast.net, or 
call/text her at (586) 292-1036.    

 

  



 

COFFEE HOUR provides not only great food 

and drinks, but a wonderful time to fellowship with people after 

service.  Thank you to those who have signed up in the past and have served 

in this capacity.  If you are feeling led to host a coffee hour with a few of your 

friends or with your committee/organization, please sign up either in the 

Narthex or click the link below. We need some volunteers to sign up 

for August 31st.  If you've never hosted before, we will provide you 

with everything you need to know and will be there to help!    

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BACAE2BA57-46927626-commerce 

Thank you for hosting a coffee hour!    Kati Brush and Dana Wenz 

 



  

 

  

 



                                                                        

                         

  

 BIRTHDAY'S 

                

  1    Sherrill Sundberg, Jared Stoddard         

  4    Earl Stoddard, John Linegar, Ava Stoddard     

  5    Isabelle Rendeiro             

  7    Amanda Leonard, Stephanie Leonard         

  8    Audrey Hunt             

  9    Norma Gilbert, Caitlyn Oliver, Judy Rohr     

10    Don Fletcher             

11    Andrew Leon              

12    Krista Brassell, Luca Thomas         

13    Jerry Sundberg, Skyler Goosey         

14    Scott Crandall, Emily Goosey, Everly MacCarreall, Sophia Freels 

15    Miles Spalding             

19    Julie Schave, Dave Smiertka Sr         

20    Julia Keller, Alexis Huges         

21    Tom Contesti, Adrien Woodland         

22    Maggi Harfoot, Andrew Pistana         

24    Max Edgington, Shirley Grupido         

25    Jeffrey Topper, Carter Adnson         

29    Gladys Schneider, Trevor Wenz         

 

 

     



 

      

  

                                               ANNIVERSARY'S 

 

  2    Robert & Diane Senk 

  6    Lyle & Debbie Curry 

  9    Robert & Paula Gulf  

11    Ray & Colleen Topper 

15    Steve & Becky Lemon               

17    Jason & Rachel MacCarreall 

19    Tom & Mackenzie Contesti         

20    Eric & Rachael Laming 

20    Bob & Janet Doty 

21    Joe & Michelle Wichowski 

23    Brent & Amy Snyder 

26    Scott & Michelle Robinson 

27    Steve & Tracey Thode 

29    Dan & Tracy Kramer 
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our roster of Sunday School Teachers, please reach out to Kristine if 
you are interested in learning more. 
  
Kids On a Mission 
As you may already know, on the Second Sunday of each month, our 
children do a "Kids On a Mission" project. This is an opportunity for 
children to do hands-on missions work for friends in our community. 
We need a few adult volunteers to assist the children with stuffing care 
packages, etc. and are hoping that you can assist! We have created a 
Sign-Up and would love to see you upstairs. Commerce UMC: Kids On a 
Mission 
  
  
Kristine Van Dussen- Christian Education Director 
Kristine.CUMC@gmail.com 248.363.3935 est. 304 

  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

You can help "Fill the Box" with underwear and socks! 
 
Fill a big box placed in the narthex with Women's underwear 
(size 5-7) and women's/men's socks. The donations will be 
used for Anchored Hope's street outreach.   
 
This campaign begins August 10th and concludes September 
28th.  
 

 
Anchored Hope Email

  

 

Making Sense of the Bible - Fall Pastor's Class 
  
This fall, Pastor Tonya Arnesen will lead a 7 week study based on 
Adam Hamilton's book, “Making Sense of the Bible.”   We’ll explore 
how the Bible developed over thousands of years; and how to read, 
understand and interpret scripture.  We’ll even discuss what the 
Bible says (and does not say) about controversial topics – like faith 
and science, human sexuality, sin and evil.  
  



 

This is a GREAT introductory course for anyone who has never read 
the Bible -- AND it's a great refresher course for anyone who wants 
to learn more!  You'll be asked to do a bit of reading each week (not 
a lot, I promise) and come prepared to discuss the book and 
companion video presented by Adam Hamilton. 
  
We'll begin the week of September 15th and finish before the end of 
October.  The same class will be offered twice each week, so you 
can choose the day/time that works best with your schedule: 

 10:00 - 11:30 AM on Monday (childcare may be available) OR 

 7:00 - 8:30 PM on Thursdays    

Cost of the book is $12-$15 and we'll need to place order his 
week.  Please reserve your book and a spot in one of the classes 
soon.  Spaces are filling fast! 
  
If you have questions, or wish to sign up, email Pastor Tonya 
Arnesen at revtonya95@comcast.net, or 
call/text her at (586) 292-1036.    

 

  



 

COFFEE HOUR provides not only great food 

and drinks, but a wonderful time to fellowship with people after 

service.  Thank you to those who have signed up in the past and have served 

in this capacity.  If you are feeling led to host a coffee hour with a few of your 

friends or with your committee/organization, please sign up either in the 

Narthex or click the link below. We need some volunteers to sign up 

for August 31st.  If you've never hosted before, we will provide you 

with everything you need to know and will be there to help!    

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BACAE2BA57-46927626-commerce 

Thank you for hosting a coffee hour!    Kati Brush and Dana Wenz 

 



  

 

  

 



                                                                        

                         

  

 BIRTHDAY'S 

                

  1    Sherrill Sundberg, Jared Stoddard         

  4    Earl Stoddard, John Linegar, Ava Stoddard     

  5    Isabelle Rendeiro             

  7    Amanda Leonard, Stephanie Leonard         

  8    Audrey Hunt             

  9    Norma Gilbert, Caitlyn Oliver, Judy Rohr     

10    Don Fletcher             

11    Andrew Leon              

12    Krista Brassell, Luca Thomas         

13    Jerry Sundberg, Skyler Goosey         

14    Scott Crandall, Emily Goosey, Everly MacCarreall, Sophia Freels 

15    Miles Spalding             

19    Julie Schave, Dave Smiertka Sr         

20    Julia Keller, Alexis Huges         

21    Tom Contesti, Adrien Woodland         

22    Maggi Harfoot, Andrew Pistana         

24    Max Edgington, Shirley Grupido         

25    Jeffrey Topper, Carter Adnson         

29    Gladys Schneider, Trevor Wenz         

 

 

     



 

      

  

                                               ANNIVERSARY'S 

 

  2    Robert & Diane Senk 

  6    Lyle & Debbie Curry 

  9    Robert & Paula Gulf  

11    Ray & Colleen Topper 

15    Steve & Becky Lemon               

17    Jason & Rachel MacCarreall 

19    Tom & Mackenzie Contesti         

20    Eric & Rachael Laming 

20    Bob & Janet Doty 

21    Joe & Michelle Wichowski 

23    Brent & Amy Snyder 

26    Scott & Michelle Robinson 

27    Steve & Tracey Thode 

29    Dan & Tracy Kramer 
   



 



 

"The STEEPLE" 
 A Newsletter of Commerce UMC-SEPT. 2025  

 1155 N. Commerce Rd, Commerce Twp, MI 48382 
Phone: 248-363-3935 

Sunday Worship:  In-Person Worship 10:00 AM  
Our Worship Services LIVE STREAM  our YouTube 

channel,  https://www.youtube.com/  and also linked through 
our Facebook page at:  www.facebook.com/commerceumc   

 

  

Teamwork 

  

Commerce UMC is alive and thriving. It is clear God is moving in and through 

us. To date, there have been half a dozen babies born to us. Baptisms 

abound. By the end of next month, we will have a total of over 20 new 

members join this year. What an exciting time to be in ministry! 

 

Because I am the pastor of the church, I am often credited with the positives 

that we see. So, I have received many compliments and words of 

encouragement. I truly appreciate all the kind words. During a recent meeting 

with our District Superintendent, I was nearly blushing because our Staff 

Parish Relationships Committee kept singing my praises. 

 

In the same way that you have honored me, I want to honor you. A pastor 

and a church can accomplish very little without the participation of the 

church body. Commerce UMC is only able to experience growth, because we 

have all worked together to witness to God and bring home the lost. The 

Trustees have worked diligently to maintain a safe and beautiful place to 

worship. The Finance team does all they can do to steward our resources 

well and increase generosity to fund our mission. The Staff Parish Relations 

committee has been instrumental in hiring and blessing our staff. And our 

staff? We are so incredibly blessed to have such talented, invested, and 

creative people working here. I could go on and on about all those that have 

played a significant role in making this church grow. 

 

If we want to continue to reach more people to know and receive the 

goodness we have experienced in Christ, then we musts continue to mature 



 

our faith. One of the most critical ways to do that is by spending time in 

God's word with other believers. To that end, Pastor Tonya is offering a 

study on Adam Hamilton's book "Making Sense of the Bible." Working 

through such a book will pay dividends for the rest of one's spiritual journey. 

I believe this is a book that can and should be offered as a study again and 

again so that all people can benefit from it. 

 

Maybe you have never been a part of a book study like this before. Or, maybe 

you have in the past, but life has gotten so busy. I can understand that, but I 

wanted to take this moment to both urge and encourage you to make this a 

priority. Let's take the time to grow our faith walk, and as we do, just watch 

how much more God will use you to grow God's church. 

 

I look forward to our continued partnership and God's continued movement 

in and through our beloved community. 

 

Pastor Andy 

  

 

  

 

 

Mustard Seeds Preschool is looking forward to another great year! 
The children will be back blessings us with their smiles. School 
starts September 3rd. Keep us all in your prayers.  
Blessings, 
Miss Debbie  
  

 



  

 

Calling caregivers! 

 

Are you living with someone who is suffering with Dementia or Alzheimer's? 

 

Have you thought your loved one might be in the early stages of Dementia or 

Alzheimer's? 

 

Have you lost a loved one from Dementia or Alzheimer's? 

 

There is a small group of us that are dealing with the above.  We meet once a 

month according to everyone's busy lives.  We would love to have you join 

us.  We laugh, cry, and try our best to make everyone feel good.  We are not 



 

professional grief counselors, we are just caregivers trying to do what's best 

for our loved one. 

If interested in join us please contact: 

 

Kyle Caswell @ 248-622-1465 

or 

Marilynn Bruss @ 248-408-4869 

 

  

 

 

Welcome Back – we hope summer 
was refreshing and fun for you and your family!  

Commerce UM Church activities are getting back into the swing of a 
new year and that includes the UWF (United Women-in-Faith) too. 
We have a busy, exciting and fun line up of activities and events 
planned for ALL Women of both our church family local community 
to be included in doing mission work together. 



 

The Commerce UWF Circles meet monthly (Sept – June) and all 
women are invited to attend. Dates and times are:   
      

Crosby …  2nd Tuesday – 10 am at the church 

                 (?’s, contact Linda @ 248-505-3191) 

       Reed … 2nd Tuesday – 7 pm various locations   

                 (?’s contact Kyle @ 248-622-1465) 

       Thomas … Various Dates – Internet & In-Person 

                 (?’s contact Rachael @ 248-500-6166) 

  

Already on the calendar and ready for your help are: 

 

      Sept. 7th – BAKE SALE Table @ Fish Farm Festival 

                                     (see bulletin board details) 

      Sept. 23rd – Unit Gathering Dinner, Potluck and 

Speaker                                following (watch for 

announcements                                              and signup sheet) 

      Oct 9th – 10th & 11th – Fall Rummage & Bake Sale 

                                     (Info coming soon) 

      Dec 6th – Christmas Marketplace w-Cookie Sale. 

                                                Crafters and Goodies galore! 

 

The Commerce UWF (formally known as Commerce UMW) are 
thankful for our long-lasting history and dedication to serving a 
multiple of both local and global organizations. We are blessed by 
the support of our church family as we continue to do God’s work 
alongside them. 
 
For details about Commerce UWF within the Greater Detroit District 
of the Michigan Conference please go 
to:  https://uwfaithmichigan.org/     https://uwfaithmichigan.org/districts/gr
eater-detroit/  
  

 



 

 
September 2025 Christian Education News… 

  
Mark you calendars: 

September 24th Kids Klub + 

                                             September 28th Third Grade Bibles 

                           October 18th Treat Trail 

 

            
Kids of the Kingdom 
Online registration is now available! Please follow the link below to 
update your child(ren)'s   
                                                              
  

 

Register 

 

  

  

Backpack Blessing, Sundae Sunday 
Thank you students and staff for joining us for Backpack Blessing 2025! 
 
Treat Trail 
Mark your calendars now Treat Trail, an indoor trunk or treat experience 
is scheduled for October 18th. 
 
Kids Klub+ 
Kids Klub + this month is all about Team Jesus! This is an opportunity 
to share a community meal and then send the kids upstairs for an hour 
of fun! Themed sensory bins, games, and crafts for everyone. 
  
3rd Grade Bibles 



 

Do you have an incoming third grader? If so, we would love to present 
them with their own bible on September 28th. Please contact Kristine to 
have your child added to the list. 
  
Sunday School 
Sunday School for elementary aged children takes weekly during 
service. Children start the service with their parents and are then 
dismissed upstairs after to sing songs of worship and learn through 
hands-on Sunday school lessons. We are currently looking to add to 
our roster of Sunday School Teachers, please reach out to Kristine if 
you are interested in learning more. 
  
Kids On a Mission 
As you may already know, on the Second Sunday of each month, our 
children do a "Kids On a Mission" project. This is an opportunity for 
children to do hands-on missions work for friends in our community. 
We need a few adult volunteers to assist the children with stuffing care 
packages, etc. and are hoping that you can assist! We have created a 
Sign-Up and would love to see you upstairs. Commerce UMC: Kids On a 
Mission 
  
  
Kristine Van Dussen- Christian Education Director 
Kristine.CUMC@gmail.com 248.363.3935 est. 304 

  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

You can help "Fill the Box" with underwear and socks! 
 
Fill a big box placed in the narthex with Women's underwear 
(size 5-7) and women's/men's socks. The donations will be 
used for Anchored Hope's street outreach.   
 
This campaign begins August 10th and concludes September 
28th.  
 

 
Anchored Hope Email

  

 

Making Sense of the Bible - Fall Pastor's Class 
  
This fall, Pastor Tonya Arnesen will lead a 7 week study based on 
Adam Hamilton's book, “Making Sense of the Bible.”   We’ll explore 
how the Bible developed over thousands of years; and how to read, 
understand and interpret scripture.  We’ll even discuss what the 
Bible says (and does not say) about controversial topics – like faith 
and science, human sexuality, sin and evil.  
  



 

This is a GREAT introductory course for anyone who has never read 
the Bible -- AND it's a great refresher course for anyone who wants 
to learn more!  You'll be asked to do a bit of reading each week (not 
a lot, I promise) and come prepared to discuss the book and 
companion video presented by Adam Hamilton. 
  
We'll begin the week of September 15th and finish before the end of 
October.  The same class will be offered twice each week, so you 
can choose the day/time that works best with your schedule: 

 10:00 - 11:30 AM on Monday (childcare may be available) OR 

 7:00 - 8:30 PM on Thursdays    

Cost of the book is $12-$15 and we'll need to place order his 
week.  Please reserve your book and a spot in one of the classes 
soon.  Spaces are filling fast! 
  
If you have questions, or wish to sign up, email Pastor Tonya 
Arnesen at revtonya95@comcast.net, or 
call/text her at (586) 292-1036.    

 

  



 

COFFEE HOUR provides not only great food 

and drinks, but a wonderful time to fellowship with people after 

service.  Thank you to those who have signed up in the past and have served 

in this capacity.  If you are feeling led to host a coffee hour with a few of your 

friends or with your committee/organization, please sign up either in the 

Narthex or click the link below. We need some volunteers to sign up 

for August 31st.  If you've never hosted before, we will provide you 

with everything you need to know and will be there to help!    

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BACAE2BA57-46927626-commerce 

Thank you for hosting a coffee hour!    Kati Brush and Dana Wenz 
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  1    Sherrill Sundberg, Jared Stoddard         

  4    Earl Stoddard, John Linegar, Ava Stoddard     

  5    Isabelle Rendeiro             

  7    Amanda Leonard, Stephanie Leonard         

  8    Audrey Hunt             

  9    Norma Gilbert, Caitlyn Oliver, Judy Rohr     

10    Don Fletcher             

11    Andrew Leon              

12    Krista Brassell, Luca Thomas         

13    Jerry Sundberg, Skyler Goosey         

14    Scott Crandall, Emily Goosey, Everly MacCarreall, Sophia Freels 

15    Miles Spalding             

19    Julie Schave, Dave Smiertka Sr         

20    Julia Keller, Alexis Huges         

21    Tom Contesti, Adrien Woodland         

22    Maggi Harfoot, Andrew Pistana         

24    Max Edgington, Shirley Grupido         

25    Jeffrey Topper, Carter Adnson         

29    Gladys Schneider, Trevor Wenz         
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  6    Lyle & Debbie Curry 

  9    Robert & Paula Gulf  

11    Ray & Colleen Topper 

15    Steve & Becky Lemon               

17    Jason & Rachel MacCarreall 

19    Tom & Mackenzie Contesti         

20    Eric & Rachael Laming 

20    Bob & Janet Doty 

21    Joe & Michelle Wichowski 

23    Brent & Amy Snyder 

26    Scott & Michelle Robinson 

27    Steve & Tracey Thode 

29    Dan & Tracy Kramer 
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Commerce UMC is alive and thriving. It is clear God is moving in and through 

us. To date, there have been half a dozen babies born to us. Baptisms 

abound. By the end of next month, we will have a total of over 20 new 

members join this year. What an exciting time to be in ministry! 

 

Because I am the pastor of the church, I am often credited with the positives 

that we see. So, I have received many compliments and words of 

encouragement. I truly appreciate all the kind words. During a recent meeting 

with our District Superintendent, I was nearly blushing because our Staff 

Parish Relationships Committee kept singing my praises. 

 

In the same way that you have honored me, I want to honor you. A pastor 

and a church can accomplish very little without the participation of the 

church body. Commerce UMC is only able to experience growth, because we 

have all worked together to witness to God and bring home the lost. The 

Trustees have worked diligently to maintain a safe and beautiful place to 

worship. The Finance team does all they can do to steward our resources 

well and increase generosity to fund our mission. The Staff Parish Relations 

committee has been instrumental in hiring and blessing our staff. And our 

staff? We are so incredibly blessed to have such talented, invested, and 

creative people working here. I could go on and on about all those that have 

played a significant role in making this church grow. 

 

If we want to continue to reach more people to know and receive the 

goodness we have experienced in Christ, then we musts continue to mature 



 

our faith. One of the most critical ways to do that is by spending time in 

God's word with other believers. To that end, Pastor Tonya is offering a 

study on Adam Hamilton's book "Making Sense of the Bible." Working 

through such a book will pay dividends for the rest of one's spiritual journey. 

I believe this is a book that can and should be offered as a study again and 

again so that all people can benefit from it. 

 

Maybe you have never been a part of a book study like this before. Or, maybe 

you have in the past, but life has gotten so busy. I can understand that, but I 

wanted to take this moment to both urge and encourage you to make this a 

priority. Let's take the time to grow our faith walk, and as we do, just watch 

how much more God will use you to grow God's church. 

 

I look forward to our continued partnership and God's continued movement 

in and through our beloved community. 

 

Pastor Andy 

  

 

  

 

 

Mustard Seeds Preschool is looking forward to another great year! 
The children will be back blessings us with their smiles. School 
starts September 3rd. Keep us all in your prayers.  
Blessings, 
Miss Debbie  
  

 



  

 

Calling caregivers! 

 

Are you living with someone who is suffering with Dementia or Alzheimer's? 

 

Have you thought your loved one might be in the early stages of Dementia or 

Alzheimer's? 

 

Have you lost a loved one from Dementia or Alzheimer's? 

 

There is a small group of us that are dealing with the above.  We meet once a 

month according to everyone's busy lives.  We would love to have you join 

us.  We laugh, cry, and try our best to make everyone feel good.  We are not 



 

professional grief counselors, we are just caregivers trying to do what's best 

for our loved one. 

If interested in join us please contact: 

 

Kyle Caswell @ 248-622-1465 

or 

Marilynn Bruss @ 248-408-4869 

 

  

 

 

Welcome Back – we hope summer 
was refreshing and fun for you and your family!  

Commerce UM Church activities are getting back into the swing of a 
new year and that includes the UWF (United Women-in-Faith) too. 
We have a busy, exciting and fun line up of activities and events 
planned for ALL Women of both our church family local community 
to be included in doing mission work together. 



 

The Commerce UWF Circles meet monthly (Sept – June) and all 
women are invited to attend. Dates and times are:   
      

Crosby …  2nd Tuesday – 10 am at the church 

                 (?’s, contact Linda @ 248-505-3191) 

       Reed … 2nd Tuesday – 7 pm various locations   

                 (?’s contact Kyle @ 248-622-1465) 

       Thomas … Various Dates – Internet & In-Person 

                 (?’s contact Rachael @ 248-500-6166) 

  

Already on the calendar and ready for your help are: 

 

      Sept. 7th – BAKE SALE Table @ Fish Farm Festival 

                                     (see bulletin board details) 

      Sept. 23rd – Unit Gathering Dinner, Potluck and 

Speaker                                following (watch for 

announcements                                              and signup sheet) 

      Oct 9th – 10th & 11th – Fall Rummage & Bake Sale 

                                     (Info coming soon) 

      Dec 6th – Christmas Marketplace w-Cookie Sale. 

                                                Crafters and Goodies galore! 

 

The Commerce UWF (formally known as Commerce UMW) are 
thankful for our long-lasting history and dedication to serving a 
multiple of both local and global organizations. We are blessed by 
the support of our church family as we continue to do God’s work 
alongside them. 
 
For details about Commerce UWF within the Greater Detroit District 
of the Michigan Conference please go 
to:  https://uwfaithmichigan.org/     https://uwfaithmichigan.org/districts/gr
eater-detroit/  
  

 



 

 
September 2025 Christian Education News… 

  
Mark you calendars: 

September 24th Kids Klub + 

                                             September 28th Third Grade Bibles 

                           October 18th Treat Trail 

 

            
Kids of the Kingdom 
Online registration is now available! Please follow the link below to 
update your child(ren)'s   
                                                              
  

 

Register 

 

  

  

Backpack Blessing, Sundae Sunday 
Thank you students and staff for joining us for Backpack Blessing 2025! 
 
Treat Trail 
Mark your calendars now Treat Trail, an indoor trunk or treat experience 
is scheduled for October 18th. 
 
Kids Klub+ 
Kids Klub + this month is all about Team Jesus! This is an opportunity 
to share a community meal and then send the kids upstairs for an hour 
of fun! Themed sensory bins, games, and crafts for everyone. 
  
3rd Grade Bibles 



 

Do you have an incoming third grader? If so, we would love to present 
them with their own bible on September 28th. Please contact Kristine to 
have your child added to the list. 
  
Sunday School 
Sunday School for elementary aged children takes weekly during 
service. Children start the service with their parents and are then 
dismissed upstairs after to sing songs of worship and learn through 
hands-on Sunday school lessons. We are currently looking to add to 
our roster of Sunday School Teachers, please reach out to Kristine if 
you are interested in learning more. 
  
Kids On a Mission 
As you may already know, on the Second Sunday of each month, our 
children do a "Kids On a Mission" project. This is an opportunity for 
children to do hands-on missions work for friends in our community. 
We need a few adult volunteers to assist the children with stuffing care 
packages, etc. and are hoping that you can assist! We have created a 
Sign-Up and would love to see you upstairs. Commerce UMC: Kids On a 
Mission 
  
  
Kristine Van Dussen- Christian Education Director 
Kristine.CUMC@gmail.com 248.363.3935 est. 304 

  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

You can help "Fill the Box" with underwear and socks! 
 
Fill a big box placed in the narthex with Women's underwear 
(size 5-7) and women's/men's socks. The donations will be 
used for Anchored Hope's street outreach.   
 
This campaign begins August 10th and concludes September 
28th.  
 

 
Anchored Hope Email

  

 

Making Sense of the Bible - Fall Pastor's Class 
  
This fall, Pastor Tonya Arnesen will lead a 7 week study based on 
Adam Hamilton's book, “Making Sense of the Bible.”   We’ll explore 
how the Bible developed over thousands of years; and how to read, 
understand and interpret scripture.  We’ll even discuss what the 
Bible says (and does not say) about controversial topics – like faith 
and science, human sexuality, sin and evil.  
  



 

This is a GREAT introductory course for anyone who has never read 
the Bible -- AND it's a great refresher course for anyone who wants 
to learn more!  You'll be asked to do a bit of reading each week (not 
a lot, I promise) and come prepared to discuss the book and 
companion video presented by Adam Hamilton. 
  
We'll begin the week of September 15th and finish before the end of 
October.  The same class will be offered twice each week, so you 
can choose the day/time that works best with your schedule: 

 10:00 - 11:30 AM on Monday (childcare may be available) OR 

 7:00 - 8:30 PM on Thursdays    

Cost of the book is $12-$15 and we'll need to place order his 
week.  Please reserve your book and a spot in one of the classes 
soon.  Spaces are filling fast! 
  
If you have questions, or wish to sign up, email Pastor Tonya 
Arnesen at revtonya95@comcast.net, or 
call/text her at (586) 292-1036.    

 

  



 

COFFEE HOUR provides not only great food 

and drinks, but a wonderful time to fellowship with people after 

service.  Thank you to those who have signed up in the past and have served 

in this capacity.  If you are feeling led to host a coffee hour with a few of your 

friends or with your committee/organization, please sign up either in the 

Narthex or click the link below. We need some volunteers to sign up 

for August 31st.  If you've never hosted before, we will provide you 

with everything you need to know and will be there to help!    

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BACAE2BA57-46927626-commerce 

Thank you for hosting a coffee hour!    Kati Brush and Dana Wenz 
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committee has been instrumental in hiring and blessing our staff. And our 

staff? We are so incredibly blessed to have such talented, invested, and 

creative people working here. I could go on and on about all those that have 

played a significant role in making this church grow. 

 

If we want to continue to reach more people to know and receive the 

goodness we have experienced in Christ, then we musts continue to mature 



 

our faith. One of the most critical ways to do that is by spending time in 

God's word with other believers. To that end, Pastor Tonya is offering a 

study on Adam Hamilton's book "Making Sense of the Bible." Working 

through such a book will pay dividends for the rest of one's spiritual journey. 

I believe this is a book that can and should be offered as a study again and 

again so that all people can benefit from it. 

 

Maybe you have never been a part of a book study like this before. Or, maybe 

you have in the past, but life has gotten so busy. I can understand that, but I 

wanted to take this moment to both urge and encourage you to make this a 

priority. Let's take the time to grow our faith walk, and as we do, just watch 

how much more God will use you to grow God's church. 

 

I look forward to our continued partnership and God's continued movement 

in and through our beloved community. 

 

Pastor Andy 

  

 

  

 

 

Mustard Seeds Preschool is looking forward to another great year! 
The children will be back blessings us with their smiles. School 
starts September 3rd. Keep us all in your prayers.  
Blessings, 
Miss Debbie  
  

 



  

 

Calling caregivers! 

 

Are you living with someone who is suffering with Dementia or Alzheimer's? 

 

Have you thought your loved one might be in the early stages of Dementia or 

Alzheimer's? 

 

Have you lost a loved one from Dementia or Alzheimer's? 

 

There is a small group of us that are dealing with the above.  We meet once a 

month according to everyone's busy lives.  We would love to have you join 

us.  We laugh, cry, and try our best to make everyone feel good.  We are not 



 

professional grief counselors, we are just caregivers trying to do what's best 

for our loved one. 

If interested in join us please contact: 

 

Kyle Caswell @ 248-622-1465 

or 

Marilynn Bruss @ 248-408-4869 

 

  

 

 

Welcome Back – we hope summer 
was refreshing and fun for you and your family!  

Commerce UM Church activities are getting back into the swing of a 
new year and that includes the UWF (United Women-in-Faith) too. 
We have a busy, exciting and fun line up of activities and events 
planned for ALL Women of both our church family local community 
to be included in doing mission work together. 



 

The Commerce UWF Circles meet monthly (Sept – June) and all 
women are invited to attend. Dates and times are:   
      

Crosby …  2nd Tuesday – 10 am at the church 

                 (?’s, contact Linda @ 248-505-3191) 

       Reed … 2nd Tuesday – 7 pm various locations   

                 (?’s contact Kyle @ 248-622-1465) 

       Thomas … Various Dates – Internet & In-Person 

                 (?’s contact Rachael @ 248-500-6166) 

  

Already on the calendar and ready for your help are: 

 

      Sept. 7th – BAKE SALE Table @ Fish Farm Festival 

                                     (see bulletin board details) 

      Sept. 23rd – Unit Gathering Dinner, Potluck and 

Speaker                                following (watch for 

announcements                                              and signup sheet) 

      Oct 9th – 10th & 11th – Fall Rummage & Bake Sale 

                                     (Info coming soon) 

      Dec 6th – Christmas Marketplace w-Cookie Sale. 

                                                Crafters and Goodies galore! 

 

The Commerce UWF (formally known as Commerce UMW) are 
thankful for our long-lasting history and dedication to serving a 
multiple of both local and global organizations. We are blessed by 
the support of our church family as we continue to do God’s work 
alongside them. 
 
For details about Commerce UWF within the Greater Detroit District 
of the Michigan Conference please go 
to:  https://uwfaithmichigan.org/     https://uwfaithmichigan.org/districts/gr
eater-detroit/  
  

 



 

 
September 2025 Christian Education News… 

  
Mark you calendars: 

September 24th Kids Klub + 

                                             September 28th Third Grade Bibles 

                           October 18th Treat Trail 

 

            
Kids of the Kingdom 
Online registration is now available! Please follow the link below to 
update your child(ren)'s   
                                                              
  

 

Register 

 

  

  

Backpack Blessing, Sundae Sunday 
Thank you students and staff for joining us for Backpack Blessing 2025! 
 
Treat Trail 
Mark your calendars now Treat Trail, an indoor trunk or treat experience 
is scheduled for October 18th. 
 
Kids Klub+ 
Kids Klub + this month is all about Team Jesus! This is an opportunity 
to share a community meal and then send the kids upstairs for an hour 
of fun! Themed sensory bins, games, and crafts for everyone. 
  
3rd Grade Bibles 



 

Do you have an incoming third grader? If so, we would love to present 
them with their own bible on September 28th. Please contact Kristine to 
have your child added to the list. 
  
Sunday School 
Sunday School for elementary aged children takes weekly during 
service. Children start the service with their parents and are then 
dismissed upstairs after to sing songs of worship and learn through 
hands-on Sunday school lessons. We are currently looking to add to 
our roster of Sunday School Teachers, please reach out to Kristine if 
you are interested in learning more. 
  
Kids On a Mission 
As you may already know, on the Second Sunday of each month, our 
children do a "Kids On a Mission" project. This is an opportunity for 
children to do hands-on missions work for friends in our community. 
We need a few adult volunteers to assist the children with stuffing care 
packages, etc. and are hoping that you can assist! We have created a 
Sign-Up and would love to see you upstairs. Commerce UMC: Kids On a 
Mission 
  
  
Kristine Van Dussen- Christian Education Director 
Kristine.CUMC@gmail.com 248.363.3935 est. 304 

  

 

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

You can help "Fill the Box" with underwear and socks! 
 
Fill a big box placed in the narthex with Women's underwear 
(size 5-7) and women's/men's socks. The donations will be 
used for Anchored Hope's street outreach.   
 
This campaign begins August 10th and concludes September 
28th.  
 

 
Anchored Hope Email

  

 

Making Sense of the Bible - Fall Pastor's Class 
  
This fall, Pastor Tonya Arnesen will lead a 7 week study based on 
Adam Hamilton's book, “Making Sense of the Bible.”   We’ll explore 
how the Bible developed over thousands of years; and how to read, 
understand and interpret scripture.  We’ll even discuss what the 
Bible says (and does not say) about controversial topics – like faith 
and science, human sexuality, sin and evil.  
  



 

This is a GREAT introductory course for anyone who has never read 
the Bible -- AND it's a great refresher course for anyone who wants 
to learn more!  You'll be asked to do a bit of reading each week (not 
a lot, I promise) and come prepared to discuss the book and 
companion video presented by Adam Hamilton. 
  
We'll begin the week of September 15th and finish before the end of 
October.  The same class will be offered twice each week, so you 
can choose the day/time that works best with your schedule: 

 10:00 - 11:30 AM on Monday (childcare may be available) OR 

 7:00 - 8:30 PM on Thursdays    

Cost of the book is $12-$15 and we'll need to place order his 
week.  Please reserve your book and a spot in one of the classes 
soon.  Spaces are filling fast! 
  
If you have questions, or wish to sign up, email Pastor Tonya 
Arnesen at revtonya95@comcast.net, or 
call/text her at (586) 292-1036.    

 

  



 

COFFEE HOUR provides not only great food 

and drinks, but a wonderful time to fellowship with people after 

service.  Thank you to those who have signed up in the past and have served 

in this capacity.  If you are feeling led to host a coffee hour with a few of your 

friends or with your committee/organization, please sign up either in the 

Narthex or click the link below. We need some volunteers to sign up 

for August 31st.  If you've never hosted before, we will provide you 

with everything you need to know and will be there to help!    

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4BACAE2BA57-46927626-commerce 

Thank you for hosting a coffee hour!    Kati Brush and Dana Wenz 

 



  

 

  

 



                                                                        

                         

  

 BIRTHDAY'S 

                

  1    Sherrill Sundberg, Jared Stoddard         

  4    Earl Stoddard, John Linegar, Ava Stoddard     

  5    Isabelle Rendeiro             

  7    Amanda Leonard, Stephanie Leonard         

  8    Audrey Hunt             

  9    Norma Gilbert, Caitlyn Oliver, Judy Rohr     

10    Don Fletcher             

11    Andrew Leon              

12    Krista Brassell, Luca Thomas         

13    Jerry Sundberg, Skyler Goosey         

14    Scott Crandall, Emily Goosey, Everly MacCarreall, Sophia Freels 

15    Miles Spalding             

19    Julie Schave, Dave Smiertka Sr         

20    Julia Keller, Alexis Huges         

21    Tom Contesti, Adrien Woodland         

22    Maggi Harfoot, Andrew Pistana         

24    Max Edgington, Shirley Grupido         

25    Jeffrey Topper, Carter Adnson         

29    Gladys Schneider, Trevor Wenz         

 

 

     



 

      

  

                                               ANNIVERSARY'S 

 

  2    Robert & Diane Senk 

  6    Lyle & Debbie Curry 

  9    Robert & Paula Gulf  

11    Ray & Colleen Topper 

15    Steve & Becky Lemon               

17    Jason & Rachel MacCarreall 

19    Tom & Mackenzie Contesti         

20    Eric & Rachael Laming 

20    Bob & Janet Doty 

21    Joe & Michelle Wichowski 

23    Brent & Amy Snyder 

26    Scott & Michelle Robinson 

27    Steve & Tracey Thode 

29    Dan & Tracy Kramer 
   



 


